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"battle was fought at its foot. Huge bones are said to have
been dug out of the river-bed; and we know that fully half
the elephants perished on the passage. Too much faith must
not be placed on such notions, however, as the Alps are full
of traditions, many of them of deliberate fabrication.

The Carthaginian advance was probably up the ravine
road. The barbarians, anticipating this, had sent a detach-
ment up the heights on either side, had occupied the defile
some way from the entrance, and had waited in the woods for
the column to get well engaged in the defile before they at-
tacked it. The bulk of their force was on the plain in Hanni-
bal's rear. Hannibal's task, then, was to defeat the attack on
the marching column, as well as to prevent the main body of
the barbarians from pursuing. For this latter purpose, he
backed up against the Boche Blanche, in which position he
cotild with a handful oppose a host. Possibly a column of
light troops may have made its way up the rocky bed of the
river, which corresponds well with the words used by Poly-
bius, and have joined the main column nearer the source of
Eeclus.

The Roche Blanche is perhaps three hundred feet high and
commands the whole vicinity, though we must not forget the
short carriage of the arms of Hannibal. It is probable that
Hannibal only backed up against the rock and did not use
the top of it, though indeed he may have placed archers and
slingers at the top to advantage. What he did was to form
his line in front of the mouth of the defile, and there hold
the enemy in check.

The road all the way up is very narrow and difficult, and
the army could well spend all night getting through the
defile; but as we ascend towards the source of the Eeclus
the valley widens, and here Hannibal could make his way to
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